
 

Welcome to St Botolph’s Church 
 

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty, 
let them come to me and drink” 

 

Sunday 11th October 2026 
 

Welcome 

Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you  and also with you. 
 

Hymn 

God everlasting, wonderful, and holy, 

Father most gracious, we who stand before Thee 

here at Thine altar, as Thy Son has taught us, 

come to adore Thee. 
 

Countless the mercies Thou hast lavished on us, 

source of all blessings to all creatures living; 

to Thee we render, for Thy love o'erflowing, 

humble thanksgiving. 
 

Now in remembrance of our great Redeemer, 

dying on Calvary, rising and ascending, 

through Him we offer what He ever offers, 

sinners befriending. 
 

Strength to the living, rest to the departed, 

grant, Holy Father, through this pure oblation: 

may the life-giving bread for ever bring us 

health and salvation. 
 

Prayer of Preparation   

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us 

from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal 

life. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to 

keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

We say sorry to God and one another 

Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your 

sight. We are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us according to 



your love. Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our 

sin. Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to the joy of 

your salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We are forgiven 

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring 

you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Gloria (please stand if you are able) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 

you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 

are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 

the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Collect 

O God, forasmuch as without you we are not able to please you; 

mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 

rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. 
 

First Reading Genesis 22:1-14 – read by David Branson 
 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy 

and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 
2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind in 

the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help these women since 

they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with 

Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of 

life. 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness 

be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but 

in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 



requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 

is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if 

anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. 9 Whatever 

you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me – put it into 

practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God. 

He whose Word cannot be broken 

formed thee for His own abode. 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 

what can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation's walls surrounded, 

thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 
 

See, the streams of living waters, 

springing from eternal love, 

well supply thy sons and daughters 

and all fear of want remove. 

Who can faint while such a river 

ever flows their thirst to assuage? 

Grace, which like the Lord, the Giver, 

never fails from age to age. 
 

'Round each habitation hov'ring, 

see the cloud and fire appear 

for a glory and a cov'ring, 

showing that the Lord is near. 

Thus deriving from their banner 

light by night and shade by day, 

safe they feed upon the manna 

which He gives them on their way. 
 

 



Savior, since of Zion's city 

I through grace a member am, 

let the world deride or pity, 

I will glory in Thy name. 

Fading is the worldling's pleasures, 

all his boasted pomp and show; 

solid joys and lasting treasures 

none but Zion's children know. 
 

The Gospel Reading - Matthew 10:40-42 read by David Branson 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory 

to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven is 

like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his 

servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, 

but they refused to come. 
4 ‘Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been 

invited that I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and fattened cattle have 

been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.” 
5 ‘But they paid no attention and went off – one to his field, another to his 

business. 6 The rest seized his servants, ill-treated them and killed them. 
7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers 

and burned their city. 
8 ‘Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 

invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to 

the banquet anyone you find.” 10 So the servants went out into the streets 

and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and 

the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 

was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, “How did you get in here 

without wedding clothes, friend?” The man was speechless. 
13 ‘Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 

outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.” 
14 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 



We declare our faith in God   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession led by Pat French 
 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Hymn  

Judge eternal, throned in splendour, 

Lord of lords and King of kings, 

with thy living fire of judgment 

purge this realm of bitter things: 



solace all its wide dominion 

with the healing of thy wings. 
 

Still the weary folk are pining 

for the hour that brings release: 

and the city's crowded clangour 

cries aloud for sin to cease; 

and the homesteads and the woodlands 

plead in silence for their peace. 
 

Crown, O Lord, thine own endeavour; 

cleave our darkness with thy sword; 

cheer the faint and feed the hungry 

with the richness of thy word; 

cleanse the body of this nation 

through the glory of the Lord. 
 

Communion  

The Lord is here.   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 
 

By the power of the Holy Spirit Jesus took flesh; as your Son, born of the 

blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he opened 

wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; 

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will 

and won for you a holy people. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and 

saying: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the 

power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of 

bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you 



thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my 

body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he 

gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died:   Christ is risen:   Christ 

will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice 

made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring 

before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us 

worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of all 

the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 

ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in 

one bread. 
 



Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s Table. If you would prefer to receive a 

blessing, please keep your hands by your side. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us 

your Holy Spirit and opening to every race and nation the way 

of life eternal: open our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue 

may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Hymn 

Christ is the King! O friends rejoice; 

brothers and sisters, with one voice 

make all men know he is your choice. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

O magnify the Lord, and raise 

anthems of joy and holy praise 

for Christ's brave saints of ancient days. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

They with a faith for ever new 

followed the King, and round him drew 

thousands of faithful men and true. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

O Christian women, Christian men, 

all the world over, seek again 

the Way disciples followed then. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Christ through all ages is the same: 

place the same hope in his great name, 

with the same faith his word proclaim. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Let love's unconquerable might 

your scattered companies unite 



in service to the Lord of light. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

So shall God's will on earth be done, 

new lamps be lit, new tasks begun, 

and the whole church at last be one. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and the love of God and the blessing of God 

almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you and all those you love, in time and in eternity.  Amen. 
 

Closing Voluntary: Venetian Gondola Song in g minor by Mendelssohn 
 

Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor) 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GIVING 
 

If you would like to make a one-off donation or support the work of  

St Botolph's Church regularly, the easiest and best way to do so is through 

the Parish Giving Scheme.  
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/  

 

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.  

 
SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDING 

 

St Botolph’s is a public space. Please note that CCTV operates throughout 

the building, and we kindly ask that you do not leave your valuables 

unattended. 
 

Do you have a concern about a child or an adult at risk? 
 

You can report your concern to the St Botolph's Parish Safeguarding Officer: 

Emily Gooch - 01206 542307- stbotolphssafeguarding@outlook.com 

 

Or you can report your concern to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 

01245 294444 - safeguarding@chelmford.anglican.org 

 

If you believe a child or adult is in immediate danger, please call the 

emergency services on 999 right away. 



NOTICES 
 

        Mid-Week Bible Study 

Wednesday, 14th October 

           10:30 am – Refreshments 

10:45 am – 12:00 noon – Bible Study 
 

      Midday Prayer 

Wednesday, 14th October 

         12:00 pm – 1pm 

      All are warmly welcome!       
 

Wednesday 14th October the PCC meets at 2.00pm in church. 

 

You don't have to journey through grief alone. 

Join us for coffee, cake and conversation on the 4th Friday of each month, 

11.00am to 12.30pm, at Christ Church, Ireton Road, Colchester CO3 3AT. 

Whether your loss is recent or some time ago, you are warmly welcome. Call 

07825 222780 or visit christchurchcolchester.org.uk for more information. 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

18th October at 10.30am - Morning Worship 

25th October at 10.30am - Holy Communion 

1st November at 10.30am – All Saints’ Morning Worship 

8th November at 10.30am – Holy Communion and Remembrance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Visit our website or call the parish office for more information 

  

 

www.stbotolphs.org 
 

01206 542307 


