Welcome to St Botolph’s Church

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty,
let them come to me and drink”

Sunday 13th September 2026

Welcome

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you and also with you.

If you are able, please stand

| heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto Me and rest;

Lay down, O weary one, lay down
Thy head upon My breast.”

| came to Jesus as | was,

Weary, and worn, and sad;

| found in him a resting-place,
And he has made me glad.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

“Behold, | freely give

The living water; thirsty one,

Stoop down, and drink, and live.”

| came to Jesus, and | drank

Of that life-giving stream;

My thirst was quench'd, my soul revived,
And now | live in him.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

“l am this dark world’s Light;

Look unto me, your morn shall rise,
And all your day be bright.”

| looked to Jesus, and | found

In him my Star, my Sun;

And in that Light of life I'll walk,

Till trav'ling days are done.



Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us
from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep
God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness, through our own
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all
that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to
the glory of your name. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria (please stand if you are able)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your

glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the
glory of God the Father. Amen.



Collect

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in
the burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in
the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be
found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading — Romans 14. I-12 read by Nicky Phillips

14 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarrelling over
disputable matters. 2One person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but
another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. * The one who eats
everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the
one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for
God has accepted them. * Who are you to judge someone else’s servant?
To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the
Lord is able to make them stand.
> One person considers one day more sacred than another; another
considers every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their
own mind. * Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord.
Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and
whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. ’ For none
of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If
we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So,
whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. ? For this very reason,
Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the
dead and the living.
'You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you
treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment
seat. ' It is written:
““As surely as | live,” says the Lord,
“Every knee will bow before me;

every tongue will acknowledge God.”
'250 then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.

This is the Word of the Lord. -Thanks be to God



Hymn

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in His justice
which is more than liberty.

There is welcome for the sinner,
and more graces for the good;
there is mercy with the Saviour;
there is healing in His blood.

For the love of God is broader
than the measure of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal

is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more simple,
we would take Him at His word,
and our lives would be illumined
by the presence of our Lord.

Gospel Reading — Matthew [8.21 - 35 read by Nicky Phillips

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

2! Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall |
forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?

2 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
2 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants. * As he began the settlement, a man who
owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. ** Since he was
not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children
and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

26 <At this the servant fell on his knees before him. “Be patient with me,”
he begged, “and | will pay back everything.” ¥ The servant’s master took
pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go.

28 Byt when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke
him. “Pay back what you owe me!” he demanded.



2 ‘His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, “Be patient with me,
and | will pay it back.”

39‘But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison
until he could pay the debt. *' When the other servants saw what had
happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything
that had happened.

32‘Then the master called the servant in. “You wicked servant,” he said,
cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. ** Shouldn’t you
have had mercy on your fellow servant just as | had on you?” **In anger his
master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay
back all he owed.

3% “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive
your brother or sister from your heart.’

“I

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession led by Philip Elwell

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn

God who spoke in the beginning,
forming rock and shaping spar,
set all life and growth in motion,
earthly world and distant star;
God who calls the earth to order
is the ground of what we are.

God who spoke through people, nations,
through events long past and gone,
showing still today his purpose,

speaks supremely through the Son;

God who calls the earth to order

speaks the Word and it is done.

God whose speech becomes incarnate -
Christ is Servant, Christ is Lord -

calls us to a life of service:

heart and will to action stirred.

God who uses our obedience

has the first and final word.

The Communion
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places to
give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal
God, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you

and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command, grant that by
the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us
his body and his blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took
bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of me.

To you be glory and praise for ever.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

To you be glory and praise for ever.

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made
once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, and with this
bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and
praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your



divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and unite
us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
To you be glory and praise for ever.

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with
all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father
almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for
ever. Amen

Breaking the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ; Though we are
many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he
gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith
with thanksgiving.

Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s Table. If you would prefer to receive a
blessing, please keep your hands by your side.

Prayer after Communion

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and
work to your praise and glory. Amen.



Hymn

Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord, and precious,
binding all the church in one,

holy Zion's help forever,

and her confidence alone.

All that dedicated city,

dearly loved of God on high,
in exultant jubilation

pours perpetual melody,

God the One in Three adoring
in glad hymns eternally.

To this temple, where we call You,
come, O Lord of Hosts, today;
with accustomed lovingkindness,
hear Your servants as they pray;
and Your fullest benediction

shed within its walls alway.

Lord, here grant to all Your servants
what they ask of You to gain,

what they gain from You, forever
with the blessed to retain,

and hereafter in Your glory
evermore with You to reign.

Praise and honor to the Father,
praise and honor to the Son,
praise and honor to the Spirit,
ever Three, and ever One,

one in might, and one in glory,
while unending ages run.

The Dismissal
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our



Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ.
Amen.

Today’s voluntary is Fugue in D major from Preludes and Fugues op.87 by
Shostakovich

Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor)

GIVING

If you would like to make a one-off donation or support the work of
St Botolph's Church regularly, the easiest and best way to do so is through
the Parish Giving Scheme.
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.

SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDING

St Botolph’s is a public space. Please note that CCTV operates throughout
the building, and we kindly ask that you do not leave your valuables
unattended.

Do you have a concern about a child or an adult at risk?

You can report your concern to the St Botolph's Parish Safeguarding Officer:
Emily Gooch - 01206 542307- stbotolphssafeguarding@outlook.com

Or you can report your concern to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team:
01245 294444 - safeguarding@chelmford.anglican.org

If you believe a child or adult is in immediate danger, please call the
emergency services on 999 right away.



NOTICES

Heritage Open days
The church will be open from 10.00am-3.00pm between |2th and 20th
September as part of Heritage Open Days. Thanks to those of you have
signed to steward a slot but there are still several to fill. Please look again and
see if you could help, otherwise the church won’t be able to open or David
will have to do it!

St Botolph’s Autumn Clean
We're having a clean-up at St Botolph’s on Friday 25th September, from
10.00am-2.00pm.
If you can spare an hour or two (or even the whole session!), we’d love to
have your help. Many hands make light work!

Harvest — 4th October
Our Red Bucket charity collection on the day will be for the local Emmaus,
However, we will also be having a Soup and Snack Lunch after the service for
a donation with the proceeds going to help the disaster in Nepal. If you would
like to join us for the lunch, please tell Gill or David.

Deanery Day 2026 - 10" October
On Saturday 10" October, the Deanery of Colchester are holding another
Deanery Day. The Day is for all members of the 24 CofE Churches in the
Colchester area, and it’s at St. John’s Church in Ipswich Road Colchester
from 9:30am to 3:30pm.

SUNDAY SERVICES

20th September at 10.30 am. — Morning Worship
27th September at 10.30 am. — Holy Communion
4th October at 10.30 am — Harvest Morning Worship

STAY IN TOUCH

Visit our website or call the parish office for more information

wwuw.stbotolphs.org
01206 542307
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