
Welcome to St Botolph’s Church 
 

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty, 
let them come to me and drink” 

 

Sunday 23rd August 2026 
 

 

Welcome  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, your Son has opened for us a new and living way into your 

presence. Give us new hearts and constant wills to worship you in spirit 

and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Kid’s Church – We pray for our young people and their leaders 
 

Gospel Reading – John 3:16-18 (Please stand) read by Alan Grimsey 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did 

not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 

world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not 

believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Hymn  

All creatures of our God and King  

Lift up your voice and with us sing 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Bright burning sun with golden beams, 

Soft silver moon that gently gleams, 

O praise him, O praise him,   

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

O rushing wind that is so strong 

You clouds above that sail along, 

O praise him! Alleluia! 



O rising morn, with praise rejoice, 

and lights of evening find a voice 

O praise him! O praise him! 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Let all things their creator bless, 

And worship him in humbleness, 

O praise him, alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

And praise the Spirit, Three in One: 

O praise him, O praise him, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

We say sorry to God and one another 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us 

from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. 
 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s 

commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, through our own 

deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in 

newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

We are forgiven 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, 

pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 

goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

New Testament Reading – Ephesians 3:16-19 read by Alan Grimsey 
 

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 

through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 

love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 



how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know 

this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure 

of all the fullness of God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn  

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure, 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss – 

The Father turns His face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 
 

Behold the man upon a cross, 

My sin upon His shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life – 

I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything, 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer; 

But this I know with all my heart – 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 

We declare our faith in God 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth is named. 



We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with 

power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

We are led in prayer by David Poppleton 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

We reflect on our giving, and kids church return during the hymn 
 

Hymn  

When I survey the wondrous cross  

on which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss,  

and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast  

save in the death of Christ, my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most,  

I sacrifice them through his blood. 
 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,  

sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,  

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

that were an offering far too small. 

Love so amazing, so divine,  

demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

We share God’s peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

 

 

 



Communion 

The Lord is here.   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; to you be glory and 

praise for ever. 
 

From the beginning you have created all things and all your works echo the 

silent music of your praise. In the fullness of time you made us in your 

image, the crown of all creation. 

You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels 

and all the powers of heaven we may find a voice to speak your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 

As a mother tenderly gathers her children, you embraced a people as your 

own. When they turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast. 
 

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, 

to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 

He offered his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than death he 

opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends and, taking 

bread, he gave you thanks. 

He broke it and gave it to them, saying. Take, eat, this is my body which is 

given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
 

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the 

cross; we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he 

intercedes for us at your right hand 



Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your 

creation; may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, form us in the 

likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 

Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. Reveal her unity, guard her 

faith, and preserve her in peace. 
 

Bring us at the last with all the saints to the vision of that eternal splendour 

for which you have created us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom, 

with whom, and in whom, with all who stand before you in earth and 

heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

We pray the Lord’s Prayer       

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

We break bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in 

one bread. 
 

We share Communion 

God’s holy gifts   -    for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 
 

Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s Table. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, 

please keep your hands by your side. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Fill us, good Lord, with your Spirit of love; and as you have fed us 

with the one bread of heaven, so make us one in heart and mind, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Notices 
 

Hymn  

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 

give me joy in my heart, I pray; 

give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 

keep me praising till the break of day. 
 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 

sing hosanna to the King of kings! 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 

sing hosanna to the King! 
 

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 

give me peace in my heart, I pray; 

give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 

keep me loving till the break of day.  
 

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 

give me love in my heart, I pray; 

give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 

keep me serving till the break of day.  
 

We are sent out 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Voluntary – Prelude in F major from Eight Short Preludes & Fugues att. to 

J.S. Bach 
Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

GIVING 
 

If you would like to make a one-off donation or support the work of  

St Botolph's Church regularly, the easiest and best way to do so is through the 

Parish Giving Scheme.  
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/  

 

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.  



SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDING 
 

St Botolph’s is a public space. Please note that CCTV operates throughout the 

building, and we kindly ask that you do not leave your valuables unattended. 
 

Do you have a concern about a child or an adult at risk? 
 

You can report your concern to the St Botolph's Parish Safeguarding Officer: 

Emily Gooch - 01206 542307- stbotolphssafeguarding@outlook.com 
 

Or you can report your concern to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 

01245 294444 - safeguarding@chelmford.anglican.org 
 

If you believe a child or adult is in immediate danger, please call the emergency 

services on 999 right away. 

 
NOTICES 

 

Thursday 3rd September at 7:30pm – Emma's Licensing 

Our former curate, Emma, will be licensed by Bishop Roger as Associate 
Minister in both our churches. 

Everyone from both congregations is welcome to attend this licensing service - no 

need for you to let me know in advance. 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

30th August at 10.30am - Joint service at Castle Methodist 
 

6th September at 10.30am - Morning Worship 
 

13th September at 10.30am - Holy Communion 
 

20th September at 10.30am - Morning Worship 

 

 

 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Visit our website or call the parish office for more information 
  

 

www.stbotolphs.org 
 

01206 542307 


