
 
Welcome to St Botolph’s Church 

 

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty, 
let them come to me and drink” 

 

Sunday 12th July 2026 
 

Welcome 
 

Gathering  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

The Lord be with you and also with you. 
 

Hymn 

Awake, awake: fling off the night! 

For God has sent his glorious light; 

and we who live in Christ's new day 

must works of darkness put away. 
 

Let in the light; all sin expose 

to Christ, whose life no darkness knows. 

Before the cross expectant kneel; 

That Christ may judge, and judging heal. 
 

Awake, and rise up from the dead, 

and Christ his light on you will shed. 

Its power will wrong desires destroy, 

and your whole nature fill with joy. 
 

Then sing for joy, and use each day; 

give thanks for everything alway. 

Lift up your hearts; with one accord 

praise God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Prayers of Penitence 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is: ‘Hear, O Isreal, 

the Lord our God is the only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 

your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
 

There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two 

commandments hang all law and the prophets. 
 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Confession 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us 

from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal 

life. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep 

God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, through our own 

deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive 

us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness 

of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 

all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 

you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 

are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 



you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Collect 

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such good 

things as pass our understanding: pour into our hearts such love toward 

you that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

First Reading - Romans 8.1-11 read by Nicky Phillips 
 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives 

life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law 

was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin 

offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the 

righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not 

live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the 

flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their 

minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is 

death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind 

governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, 

nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please 

God. 
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of 

the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not 

have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is 

in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, 

the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his 

Spirit who lives in you. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God 
 



Gospel Reading – Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 (Please stand) read by Nicky 

Phillips 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such 

large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, 

while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things 

in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was 

scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate 

it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 

sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came 

up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 

root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 

plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let 

them hear.” 
 

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone 

hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the 

evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is 

the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers 

to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But 

since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or 

persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The 

seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, 

but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 

word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to 

someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who 

produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 

sown.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

 

 



Hymn 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 

take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 

Are we weak and heavy laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 

take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he'll take and shield you; 

you will find a solace there. 
 

The Creed   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 

made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession led by Philip Elwell 

At the end Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 

your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hymn 

God is here! As we your people  

meet to offer praise and prayer,  

may we find in fuller measure  

what it is in Christ we share.  

Here, as in the world around us,  

all our varied skills and arts  

wait the coming of the Spirit  

into open minds and hearts.  
 

Here are symbols to remind us  

of our lifelong need of grace;  

here are table, font, and pulpit;  

here the cross has central place.  

Here in honesty of preaching,  



here in silence, as in speech,  

here, in newness and renewal,  

God the Spirit comes to each. 
 

Here our children find a welcome  

in the Shepherd's flock and fold;  

here, as bread and wine are taken,  

Christ sustains us as of old.  

Here the servants of the Servant  

seek in worship to explore  

what it means in daily living  

to believe and to adore.  
 

Lord of all, of church and kingdom,  

in an age of change and doubt  

keep us faithful to the gospel;  

help us work your purpose out.  

Here, in this day's dedication,  

all we have to give, receive:  

we, who cannot live without you,  

we adore you! We believe! 
 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

The Communion  

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; to you be glory 

and praise for ever. From the beginning you have created all things and 

all your works echo the silent music of your praise. In the fullness of 

time you made us in your image, the crown of all creation. You give us 



breath and speech, that with angels and archangels and all the powers of 

heaven we may find a voice to sing your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. As a mother tenderly 

gathers her children, you embraced a people as your own. When they 

turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast. 
 

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the 

living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied. He offered his life for 

sinners, and with a love stronger than death he opened wide his arms on 

the cross. 
 

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends and, 

taking bread, he gave you thanks. He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance 

of me. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and 

said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
 

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the 

cross; we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he 

intercedes for us at your right hand. Pour out your Holy Spirit as we 

bring before you these gifts of your creation; may they be for us the 

body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, form us in the 

likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your glory. 

Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. Reveal her unity, guard her 

faith, and preserve her in peace. 
 

Bring us at the last with St Botolph’s and all the saints to the vision of 

that eternal splendour for which you have created us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom, with all who stand 



before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in 

songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

for ever.   Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in 

one bread. 
 

Giving of Communion 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in 

remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 

faith with thanksgiving. 
 

We kindly ask that you do not dip your wafer in the wine. Thank you. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you 

have assured your children of eternal life and in baptism have 

made us one with him: deliver us from the death of sin and 

raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

Hymn 

Thee will I love, my God and King; 

thee will I sing, my strength and tower; 

forevermore thee will I trust, 

O God most just of truth and power, 



who all things hast in order placed, 

yea, for thy pleasure hast created; 

and on thy throne, unseen, unknown, 

reignest alone in glory seated. 
 

Set in my heart thy love I find; 

my wand'ring mind to thee thou leadest; 

my trembling hope, my strong desire 

with heav'nly fire thou kindly feedest. 

Lo, all things fair thy path prepare; 

thy beauty to my spirit calleth, 

thine to remain, in joy or pain, 

and count it gain whate'er befalleth. 
 

O more and more thy love extend, 

my life befriend with heav'nly pleasure, 

that I may win thy Paradise, 

thy pearl of price, thy countless treasure. 

Since but in thee I can go free 

from earthly care and vain oppression, 

this prayer I make for Jesus' sake, 

that thou me take in thy possession. 
 

The Dismissal 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Voluntary – Carillon du Longpont by Louis Vierne 

 
 

Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor) 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 



GIVING 
 

If you would like to make a one-off donation or support the work of  

St Botolph's Church regularly, the easiest and best way to do so is through the 

Parish Giving Scheme.  
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/  

 

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.  

 

 
SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDING 

 

St Botolph’s is a public space. Please note that CCTV operates throughout the 

building, and we kindly ask that you do not leave your valuables unattended. 

 

Do you have a concern about a child or an adult at risk? 

 

You can report your concern to the St Botolph's Parish Safeguarding Officer: 

Emily Gooch - 01206 542307- stbotolphssafeguarding@outlook.com 

 

Or you can report your concern to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 

01245 294444 - safeguarding@chelmford.anglican.org 

 

If you believe a child or adult is in immediate danger, please call the emergency 

services on 999 right away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTICES 
 

        Mid-Week Bible Study 

Wednesday, 15th July 

           10:30 am – Refreshments 

10:45 am – 12:00 noon – Bible Study 
 

      Midday Prayer 

Wednesday, 15th July 

         12:00 pm – 1pm 

      The last meetings before summer break! All are warmly welcome!       
 

IMPORTANT – DATE CHANGE 

Unfortunately, due to a clash of dates, we have had to postpone our 

cleaning day. 

      Church Spring Clean Now Wednesday 29th July at 9.30am!       

Pop the date in your diary and come along for a fun morning helping to give 

our church a little extra sparkle! 

Whether you can spare an hour or stay a bit longer, we'd love to see you. 

There will be jobs for everyone, so no special skills are needed—just a 

willingness to lend a hand. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

19th July at 10.30am - Morning Worship led by Archdeacon Ruth  
 

26th July at 10.30am - Holy Communion and Baptism 
 

2nd August at 10.30am - Morning Worship 
 

8th August at 10.30am – Holy Communion 
 

 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Visit our website or call the parish office for more information 

  
 

www.stbotolphs.org 
 

01206 542307 


