
 

Welcome to St Botolph’s Church 
 

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty, 
let them come to me and drink” 

 

Sunday 28th May 2026 
 

Welcome 

Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you  and also with you. 
 

Hymn 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ the head and cornerstone, 

chosen of the Lord, and precious, 

binding all the church in one, 

holy Zion's help forever, 

and her confidence alone. 
 

All that dedicated city, 

dearly loved of God on high, 

in exultant jubilation 

pours perpetual melody, 

God the One in Three adoring 

in glad hymns eternally. 
 

To this temple, where we call You, 

come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 

with accustomed lovingkindness, 

hear Your servants as they pray; 

and Your fullest benediction 

shed within its walls alway. 
 

Lord, here grant to all Your servants 

what they ask of You to gain, 

what they gain from You, forever 

with the blessed to retain, 

and hereafter in Your glory 

evermore with You to reign. 



Praise and honor to the Father, 

praise and honor to the Son, 

praise and honor to the Spirit, 

ever Three, and ever One, 

one in might, and one in glory, 

while unending ages run. 
 

Prayer of Preparation   

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us 

from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal 

life. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to 

keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

We say sorry to God and one another 

Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your 

sight. We are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us according to 

your love. Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our 

sin. Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to the joy of 

your salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We are forgiven 

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring 

you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Gloria (please stand if you are able) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 

you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 

are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 

the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Collect 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom 

nothing is strong, nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us 



your mercy; that with you as our ruler and guide we may so pass 

through things temporal that we lose not our hold on things 

eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s 

sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

First Reading Genesis 22:1-14 – read by Pat French 
 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ 

‘Here I am,’ he replied. 
2 Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, whom you love – Isaac – 

and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a 

mountain that I will show you.’ 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took 

with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough 

wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 

about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 

distance. 5 He said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey while I and 

the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to 

you.’ 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 

Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them 

went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 

‘Father?’ 

‘Yes, my son?’ Abraham replied. 

‘The fire and wood are here,’ Isaac said, ‘but where is the lamb for the 

burnt offering?’ 
8 Abraham answered, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering, my son.’ And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an 

altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid 

him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and 

took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him 

from heaven, ‘Abraham! Abraham!’ 

‘Here I am,’ he replied. 
12 ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy,’ he said. ‘Do not do anything to him. 

Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me 

your son, your only son.’ 



13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 

horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering 

instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. 

And to this day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 

I Come With Joy To Meet My Lord, 

Forgiven, Loved, And Free; 

In Awe And Wonder To Recall 

His Life Laid Down For Me. 
 

I Come With Christians Far And Near 

To Find, As All Are Fed, 

The New Community Of Love 

In Christ’s Communion Bread. 
 

As Christ Breaks Bread And Bids Us Share, 

Each Proud Division Ends; 

The Love That Made Us, Makes Us One, 

And Strangers Now Are Friends. 
 

And Thus With Joy We Meet Our Lord; 

His Presence, Always Near, 

Is In Such Friendship Better Known: 

We See And Praise Him Here. 
 

Together Met, Together Bound, 

We’ll Go Our Different Ways; 

And As His People In The World, 

We’ll Live And Speak His Praise. 
 

The Gospel Reading - Matthew 10:40-42 read by Pat French 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory 

to you, O Lord. 
 

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a 

prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a 

righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s 



reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 

little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not 

lose their reward.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

We declare our faith in God   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession led by David Poppleton 
 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 
 



Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Hymn  

Lord of all good, our gifts we bring to thee; 

Use them thy holy purpose to fulfil. 

Tokens of love and pledges they shall be 

That our whole life is offered to thy will. 
 

We give our minds to understand thy ways; 

Hands, voices, eyes to serve thy great design; 

Heart with the flame of thine own love ablaze: 

Till for thy glory all our powers combine. 
 

Father, whose bounty all creation shows; 

Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live; 

Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows: 

To thee with grateful hearts ourselves we give. 
 

Communion  

The Lord is here.   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 
 

By the power of the Holy Spirit Jesus took flesh; as your Son, born of the 

blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he opened 

wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; 

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will 

and won for you a holy people. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and 

saying: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the 

power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of 

bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you 



thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my 

body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he 

gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died:   Christ is risen:   Christ 

will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice 

made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring 

before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us 

worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of all 

the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 

ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in 

one bread. 
 



Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us 

your Holy Spirit and opening to every race and nation the way 

of life eternal: open our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue 

may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Banns of Marriage 
 

Hymn 

O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve Thee to the end; 

be Thou forever near me, 

my Master and my Friend; 

I shall not fear the battle 

if Thou art by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if Thou wilt be my Guide. 
 

O let me feel Thee near me, 

the world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle, 

the tempting sounds I hear; 

my foes are ever near me, 

around me and within; 

but, Jesus, draw Thou nearer, 

and shield my soul from sin. 
 

O let me hear Thee speaking 

in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control! 

O speak, and make me listen, 

Thou Guardian of my soul! 
 



O Jesus, Thou hast promised 

to all who follow Thee 

that where Thou art in glory 

there shall Thy servant be; 

and, Jesus, I have promised 

to serve Thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, 

my Master and my Friend! 
 

Oh, let me see Thy footmarks, 

And in them plant mine own; 

My hope to follow duly 

Is in Thy strength alone. 

Oh, guide me, call me, draw me, 

Uphold me to the end; 

And then to rest receive me, 

My Savior and my Friend. 
 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and the love of God and the blessing of God 

almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you and all those you love, in time and in eternity.  Amen. 
 

Closing Voluntary: Fugue in G minor by Charpentier 
 

Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor) 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



GIVING 
 

If you would like to make a one-off donation or support the work of  

St Botolph's Church regularly, the easiest and best way to do so is through 

the Parish Giving Scheme.  
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/  

 

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.  

 

 
SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDING 

 

St Botolph’s is a public space. Please note that CCTV operates throughout 

the building, and we kindly ask that you do not leave your valuables 

unattended. 

 

Do you have a concern about a child or an adult at risk? 

 

You can report your concern to the St Botolph's Parish Safeguarding Officer: 

Emily Gooch - 01206 542307- stbotolphssafeguarding@outlook.com 

 

Or you can report your concern to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 

01245 294444 - safeguarding@chelmford.anglican.org 

 

If you believe a child or adult is in immediate danger, please call the 

emergency services on 999 right away. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTICES 
 

       Mid-Week Bible Study 

Wednesday, 1st July 

       10:30 am – Refreshments 

10:45 am – 12:00 noon – Bible Study 
 

                     Midday Prayer 

Wednesday, 1st July 

      12:00 pm – 1pm 

    All are warmly welcome!     
 

IMPORTANT – DATE CHANGE 

Unfortunately, due to a clash of dates, we have had to postpone our 

cleaning day. 

    Church Spring Clean Now Wednesday 29th July at 9.30am!     

Pop the date in your diary and come along for a fun morning helping to give 
our church a little extra sparkle! 

Whether you can spare an hour or stay a bit longer, we'd love to see you. 

There will be jobs for everyone, so no special skills are needed—just a 

willingness to lend a hand. 

Many hands make light work, so bring your enthusiasm and help us make the 

church shine! We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

5th July at 10.30am - Holy Communion led by Clive Joyce and Chris Smith 

 

12th July at 10.30am - Holy Communion led by Michael Fox 

 

19th July at 10.30am - Morning Worship led by Archdeacon Ruth and 

Emma Smith 

 

26th July at 10.30am - Holy Communion and Baptism led by Jo Jeffery and 

Chris Smith 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Visit our website or call the parish office for more information 

  

 

www.stbotolphs.org 
 

01206 542307 


