Welcome to St Botolph’s Church

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty,
let them come to me and drink”

Sunday 16t November 2025

Welcome
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with youand also with you.

Prayer of Preparation

Because God was merciful, he saved us through the water of rebirth
and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit.

But through sin we have fallen away from our baptism. Let us return to
the Lord and renew our faith in his promises by confessing our sins in
penitence.

We say sorry to God and one another

Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in
your sight. We are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us
according to your love. Wash away our wrongdoing and
cleanse us from our sin. Renew a right spirit within us and
restore us to the joy of your salvation, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

We are forgiven
May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn

The Son of God proclaim!

the Lord of time and space,

the God who bade the light break forth
now shines in Jesus' face.

He, God's creative Word,

the church's Lord and head,
here bids us gather as his friends
and share his wine and bread.



The Lord of life and death

with wondering praise we sing;

we break the bread at his command
and name him God and king.

We take this cup in hope,

for he who gladly bore

the shameful cross, is risen again
and reigns for evermore.

Gloria (please stand if you are able)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your

glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy
the works of the devil and to make us the children of God and
heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may
purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear
in power and great glory we may be made like him in his
eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.

First Reading 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 - read by Nicky Phillips

®In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and

sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and
does not live according to the teaching you received from us. ’ For you
yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not

idle when we were with you, ® nor did we eat anyone’s food without



paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, labouring and
toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. > We did this,
not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to
offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. '° For even when we
were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to
work shall not eat’’

"' We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not
busy; they are busybodies. ' Such people we command and urge in the
Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. > And as
for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Lord of all good our gifts we bring to thee
Use them thy holy purpose to fulfil
Tokens of love and pledges they shall be
That our whole life is offered to thy will

We give our mind to understand thy ways
Hands eyes and voice to serve thy great design
Heart with the flame of thine own love ablaze
Till for thy glory all our powers combine

Father whose bounty all creation shows
Christ by whose willing sacrifice we live
Spirit from whom all life in fullness flows
To thee with grateful hearts ourselves we give

The Gospel Reading - (please stand) read by Nicky Phillips

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to
you, O Lord.

> Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was
adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But
Jesus said, © ‘As for what you see here, the time will come when not
one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown
down.’

" ‘Teacher,’ they asked, ‘when will these things happen? And what will
be the sign that they are about to take place? ® He replied: ‘Watch out
that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, “I



am he,” and, “The time is near.” Do not follow them. * When you hear
of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen
first, but the end will not come right away.’

'Then he said to them: ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. '' There will be great earthquakes, famines and
pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from
heaven.

'2‘But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will
hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be
brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my

name. * And so you will bear testimony to me. '* But make up your
mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. '* For |
will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be
able to resist or contradict. '® You will be betrayed even by parents,
brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of
you to death. '” Everyone will hate you because of me. '® But not a hair
of your head will perish. '* Stand firm, and you will win life.

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

We declare our faith in God
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession led by Nicky Phillips

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Hymn

Alleluia, sing to Jesus!

his the sceptre, his the throne:
Alleluia! his the triumph,

his the victory alone.

Hear the songs of holy Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:
'Jesus out of every nation

has redeemed us by his blood!'

Alleluia! not as orphans

are we left in sorrow now:

Alleluia! he is near us;

faith believes, but knows not how.
Though the cloud from sight received him
whom the angels now adore,

shall our hearts forget his promise,

'l am with you evermore"?

Alleluia! bread of heaven,

here on earth our food, our stay:
Alleluia! here the sinful

come to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,



earth's redeemer, plead for me,
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluia! King eternal,

you, the Lord of lords we own;

Alleluia! born of Mary,

earth your footstool, heaven your throne:
you, within the veil have entered,

robed in flesh, our great high priest;
yours the blood and yours the body,

in our eucharistic feast.

Communion
The Lord is here. His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks
and praise.

And now we give you thanks because, by water and the Holy Spirit,
you have made us a holy people in Jesus Christ our Lord; you renew
that mystery in bread and wine to show forth your glory in all the
world.

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of the
blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he opened
wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for
us; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled
your will and won for you a holy people.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising
you and saying: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the
power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts
of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus



Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and
gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take,
eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of
me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he
gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died: Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming
in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring
before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us
worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your
kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the
company of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and for ever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share
in one bread.



Giving of Communion
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Prayer after Communion

God of our pilgrimage, you have willed that the gate of mercy should

stand open for those who trust in you: look upon us with your favour
that we who follow the path of your will may never wander from the

way of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

Come, pure hearts, in sweetest measure,
Sing of those who spread the treasure

In the holy Gospels shrined;

Blessed tidings of salvation,

Peace on earth their proclamation,

Love from God to lost mankind.

See the rivers four that gladden,

With their streams, the better Eden
Planted by our Lord most dear;
Christ the Fountain, these the waters;
Drink, O Zion’s sons and daughters,
Drink, and find salvation here.

O that we, thy truth confessing,

And Thy holy Word possessing,
Jesus, may Thy love adore;

Unto Thee our voices raising,

Thee with all Thy ransomed praising,
Ever and forevermore.

Blessing

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal
life, perfect in you the image of his glory; and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Voluntary: The Humming Chorus from Madam Butterfly by
Puccini



Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor)

GIVING

Giving is an important part of our worship.

One of the easiest way to give is by using the Parish Giving Scheme?
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.

SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDING

St Botolph’s is a public space. Please note that CCTV operates throughout
the building, and we kindly ask that you do not leave your valuables
unattended.

Do you have a concern about a child or an adult at risk?

You can report your concern to the St Botolph’s Safeguarding Team:
01206 542307- sarahtruder@gmail.com

Or you can report your concern to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team
01245 294444 - safeguarding@chelmford.anglican.org

If you believe a child or adult is in immediate danger, please call the
emergency services on 999 right away.



NOTICES

[_]1 Mid-Week Bible Study
Wednesday, 19" November

10:30 am — Refreshments
[0:45 am — 12:00 noon — Bible Study

J\ Midday Prayer
Wednesday, 19" November
() 12:00 pm — Ipm
> All are warmly welcome! ¥p

Tomorrow, 17", WFT meets at Castle for a talk on Fire Safety at
2.30pm. All are welcome.

During this month and December, we have several concerts coming up
which may interest you. All details can be found on the church website.
Colne Endeavour Band — Sun. 30th Nov. at 2.30pm.

Crafty Drama — Fri. 5th Dec. at 7.00 pm.

Army Benevolent Fund Concert — Thurs. |4th Dec. at 7.30 pm.
David P. has tickets at £15 each for this.

SUNDAY SERVICES

23" November at 10.30am — Safeguarding Sunday Holy Communion
led by Chris Smith

30" November at 10.30am - We will join Castle Methodists
J
for our Annual Covenant Service

7th December at 10.30am — Holy Communion led by Michael Fox
| 4" December at 10.30 am. — Morning Worship led by Revd. Chris Smith

STAY IN TOUCH

Visit our website or call the parish office for more information
wwuw.stbotolphs.org
01206 542307



