Welcome to St Botolph’s Church

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty,
let them come to me and drink”

Sunday 19th October 2025

Welcome and opening prayer
We meet in the name of God:
God the Father, God the Son, God the Spirit: God is one.

Faithful one, whose word is life: come with saving power to free our
praise, inspire our prayer and shape our lives for the kingdom of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

We have a gospel to proclaim,

Good news for all throughout the earth;
The gospel of a Saviour’s name:

We sing his glory, tell his worth.

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem,
Not in a royal house or hall

But in a stable dark and dim:
The Word made flesh, a light for all.

Tell of his death at Calvary,
Hated by those he came to save;
In lonely suffering on the cross
For all he loved, his life he gave.

Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
Empty the tomb, for he was free;

He broke the power of death and hell
That we might share his victory.

Tell of his reign at God’s right hand
By all creation glorified;

He sends his Spirit on his church
To live for him, the Lamb who died.



Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth;

This gospel-message we proclaim:
We sing his glory, tell his worth.

We say sorry to God and one another
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, to ask for
his forgiveness and peace.

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against
you and against our neighbour, in what we have thought, in
what we have said and done, through ignorance, through
weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We have
wounded your love, and marred your image in us. We are
sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and lead us
out from darkness to walk as children of light. Amen.

We are forgiven

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, and restore us in
his image to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Psalm 121

| lift up my eyes to the mountains — where does my help come
from?

My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot slip — he who watches over you will
not slumber;

indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor
sleep.

The Lord watches over you - the Lord is your shade at your
right hand;

the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all harm - he will watch over
your life;



the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and
for evermore.

A prayer for today

God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth
and to trust in your love, that we may live each day with
confidence in the salvation which is given through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

Lord, we come before Thee now,
At Thy feet we humbly bow;

O do not our suit disdain;

Shall we seek Thee, Lord, in vain?

Lord, on Thee our souls depend;
In compassion now descend;

Fill our hearts with Thy rich grace,
Tune our lips to sing Thy praise.

In Thine own appointed way,
Now we seek Thee, here we stay;
Lord, we know not how to go,
Till a blessing Thou bestow.

Send some message from Thy Word,
That may joy and peace afford;

Let Thy Spirit now impart

Full salvation to each heart.

Grant that all may seek and find
Thee, a gracious God and kind:
Heal the sick, the captive free;
Let us all rejoice in Thee.



Old Testament Reading — Genesis 32:22-3 | read by Nicky Phillips

That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants
and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had
sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. So Jacob
was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the
man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of
Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the

man. Then the man said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob
replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.” The man asked him,
‘What is your name?’ ‘Jacob,” he answered. Then the man said, ‘Your
name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled
with God and with humans and have overcome.’

Jacob said, ‘Please tell me your name.” But he replied, ‘Why do you ask
my name? Then he blessed him there.

So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘It is because | saw God face to
face, and yet my life was spared.” The sun rose above him as he passed
Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.

The Gospel Reading — Luke 18:1-8 (please stand) read by Nicky Phillips

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should
always pray and not give up. He said: ‘In a certain town there was a
judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And
there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea,
“Grant me justice against my adversary.”

‘For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, “Even though |
don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, | will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t
eventually come and attack me!”

And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not
God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day
and night? Will he keep putting them off? | tell you, he will see that they



get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he
find faith on the earth?

This is the Gospel of the Lord  Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Hymn:

What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit!
O what needless pain we bear!
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer.

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged;
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer;

In His arms He'll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.

We declare our faith in God
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

We pray together, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer led by Pat French
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and for ever. Amen

We reflect on our giving during the hymn



Hymn

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All | have needed Thy hand hath provided,
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Blessing

The Lord bless you and watch over you, the Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you, the Lord look kindly on you and give
you peace; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Voluntary: The Bogatyr Grand Gate of Kiev from ‘Pictures at
an Exhibition’ by Mussorgsky
Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor)

Churchwarden: David Poppleton 01206 570725 (please do not contact on Thursdays)
Vicar: Revd Chris Smith 07458 197461

GIVING

Giving is an important part of our worship.

One of the easiest way to give is by using the Parish Giving Scheme?
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.



NOTICES

(] Mid-Week Bible Study
Wednesday, 22" October

® ]0:30 am — Refreshments
[0:45 am — 12:00 noon — Bible Study

s « Midday Prayer
Wednesday, 22" October
@® 12:00 pm — Ipm
All are warmly welcome!

Thank you for all your generosity at Harvest
We were able to give the Food Bank 50 kilos in goods and
our Harvest Red Bucket collection for
Humanity First — Disaster Relief raised £128.00. When Gift Aid is added the
final total will be £153.00, so a big thank you.

SUNDAY SERVICES
27th October at10.30 am — Holy Communion led by Michael Fox
2nd November at 10.30 am — Morning Worship led by Clive Joyce
9" November at 10.30am — Morning Worship led by Emma Smith

16" November at 10.30am — Holy Communion led by Michael Fox

STAY IN TOUCH

Visit our website or call the parish office for more information

wwuw.stbotolphs.org
01206 542307



