Welcome to St Botolph’s Church

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty,
let them come to me and drink”

Sunday 10t" August 2025

Welcome

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you and also with you.

If you are able, please stand

God of grace and God of glory,

on your people pour your pow’r;
crown your ancient Church’s story,
bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us

scorn the Christ, assail his ways.

From the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

for the living of these days.

Cure your children’s warring madness;
bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation

to the evils we deplore;

let the gift of your salvation

be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
serving you whom we adore.



Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us
from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal
life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep
God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness, through our own
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us
all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of
life to the glory of your name. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you
in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Gloria (please stand if you are able)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your

glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.



Collect

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct,
sanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of
your laws and the works of your commandments; that through
your most mighty protection, both here and ever, we may be
preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading — Hebrews [ 1.1-3, 8-16 read by Nicky Phillips

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what
we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.

3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as
his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he
was going. ? By faith he made his home in the promised land like a
stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. '° For he was looking forward
to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. '" And
by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear
children because she considered him faithful who had made the

promise. ' And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the
sand on the seashore.

'* All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not
receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them
from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on
earth. '* People who say such things show that they are looking for a
country of their own. '®If they had been thinking of the country they had
left, they would have had opportunity to return. '® Instead, they were
longing for a better country — a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

This is the Word of the Lord. -Thanks be to God



Hymn

Have faith in God, my heart,
trust and be unafraid;

God will fulfil in every part
each promise he has made.

Have faith in God, my mind,
though oft thy light burns low;
God’s mercy holds a wiser plan
than you canst fully know.

Have faith in God, my soul,

his cross for ever stands;

and neither life nor death can pluck
his children from his hands.

Lord Jesus, make me whole;
grant me no resting place

until | rest, heart, mind, and soul,
the captive of thy grace.

Gospel Reading — Luke 12.32-40 read by Nicky Phillips

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

32‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give
you the kingdom. 3 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide
purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will
never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 3 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

3% ‘Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, *¢ like
servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so
that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for
him. 3’ It will be good for those servants whose master finds them
watching when he comes. Truly | tell you, he will dress himself to serve,
will make them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. *® It
will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he
comes in the middle of the night or towards daybreak. ** But understand
this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. *° You also must



be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not
expect him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession led by David Poppleton

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.



Offertory Hymn

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

The heavens are not too high,

His praise may thither fly,

The earth is not too low,

His praises there may grow.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

The church with psalms must shout,
No door can keep them out;

But, above all, the heart

Must bear the longest part.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

The Communion
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places to
give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and
eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you
and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command, grant that
by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to
us his body and his blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.

To you be glory and praise for ever.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

To you be glory and praise for ever.

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made
once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, and with
this bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son our
Lord.

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and
praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your
divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and
unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

To you be glory and praise for ever.

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you,
Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today



our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
for ever. Amen

Breaking the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ; Though we are
many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he
gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by
faith with thanksgiving.

Prayer after Communion

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and
work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Hymn

From glory to glory advancing, we praise thee, O Lord;

Thy name with the Father and Spirit be ever adored.

From strength unto strength we go forward on Zion's highway,
To appear before God in the city of infinite day.

Thanksgiving and glory and worship and blessing and love,
One heart and one song have the saints upon earth and above.
O Lord, evermore to thy servants thy presence be nigh;

Ever fit us by service on earth for thy service on high.

The Dismissal

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ.
Amen.



Today’s voluntary is March from the Occasional Oratorio by Handel

Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor)

Churchwarden: David Poppleton 01206 570725 (please do not contact on Thursdays)
Vicar: Revd Chris Smith 07458 197461

GIVING

Giving is an important part of our worship.
One of the easiest way to give is by using the Parish Giving Scheme?
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.



NOTICES

St Botolph’s Brick Café is starting in September and is an exciting opportunity
to welcome people to St B’s on the first Saturday of every month. Would you like
to be part of the team offering refreshments and welcome? If so speak to a PCC
member.

We have been invited to join Castle Methodists for their annual ‘Picnic in the
Parl¢, on Thursday [4th August, meeting at Castle at 2.00 pm before walking to
the park. Please ring your own picnic and chair.

Mid-week Bible Study Group and Mid-day Prayer Space will be taking a break until
September-.

SUNDAY SERVICES

17t August at 10.30 am — Morning Worship led by Sara Humphreys
24th August at 10.30am. — Holy Communion led by Revd. Pat Prestney

31st August at 10.30 am. — Morning Worship led by Revd. Chris Smith and
Revd. Emma Smith. Castle Methodists will join us.

7th September at 10.30 am — Morning Worship led by Clive Joyce

STAY IN TOUCH

Visit our website or call the parish office for more information
wwuw.stbotolphs.org
01206 542307



