
 
Welcome to St Botolph’s Church 

 

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty, 
let them come to me and drink” 

 

Sunday 22nd June 2025 
 

Welcome 
 

Gathering  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you and also with you. 
 

Hymn 

New every morning is the love 

our wakening and uprising prove; 

through sleep and darkness safely brought, 

restored to life and power and thought. 
 

New mercies, each returning day, 

hover around us while we pray; 

new perils past, new sins forgiven, 

new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 
 

If on our daily course our mind 

be set to hallow all we find, 

new treasures still, of countless price, 

God will provide for sacrifice. 
 

The trivial round, the common task, 

will furnish all we ought to ask: 

room to deny ourselves; a road 

to bring us daily nearer God. 
 

Only, O Lord, in thy dear love, 

fit us for perfect rest above; 

and help us, this and every day, 

to live more nearly as we pray. 
 



Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is: ‘Hear, O Isreal, 

the Lord our God is the only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 

your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
 

There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two 

commandments hang all law and the prophets. 
 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Confession 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save 

us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to 

eternal life. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly 

resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace 

with all. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against 

you and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, through our own 

deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive 

us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness 

of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 



Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we 

worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Collect 

O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, mercifully 

accept our prayers and, because through the weakness of our mortal 

nature we can do no good thing without you, grant us the help of your 

grace, that in the keeping of your commandments we may please you 

both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 
 

First Reading - Galatians 3:23-29 read by Nicky Phillips 
 

23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the 

law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So 

the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by 

faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian. 
26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all 

of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 

there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 

the promise. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God 
 

 



Gospel Reading – Luke 8.26-39 (Please stand) read by Nicky Phillips 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake 

from Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-

possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn 

clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw 

Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, 

‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 

you, don’t torture me!’ 29 For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit 

to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he 

was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his 

chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. 
30 Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’ 

‘Legion,’ he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And 

they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 
32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons 

begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them 

permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they went into 

the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and 

was drowned. 
34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off 

and reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and the people went 

out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found 

the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, 

dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36 Those who had 

seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been 

cured. 37 Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus 

to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into 

the boat and left. 
38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with 

him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 ‘Return home and tell how much 

God has done for you.’ So the man went away and told all over the 

town how much Jesus had done for him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



Sermon 
 

Hymn 

Jesu, lover of my soul, 

Let me to Thy bosom fly, 

While the nearer waters roll, 

While the tempest still is high. 

Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 

Till the storm of life is past; 

Safe into the haven guide; 

O, receive my soul at last. 
 

Other refuge have I none, 

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee; 

Leave, ah! leave me not alone, 

Still support and comfort me. 

All my trust on Thee is stayed, 

All my help from Thee I bring; 

Cover my defenceless head 

With the shadow of Thy wing. 
 

Thou, O Christ, art all I want, 

More than all in Thee I find; 

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 

Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 

Just and holy is Thy Name, 

Source of all true righteousness; 

Thou art evermore the same, 

Thou art full of truth and grace. 
 

Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 

Grace to cover all my sin; 

Let the healing streams abound; 

Make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, 

Freely let me take of Thee; 

Spring Thou up within my heart; 

Rise to all eternity. 



The Creed   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 

made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession led by David Popppleton 

At the end Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 

your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hymn 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 

thy flock, from age to age; 

their wondrous tale is written, 

full clear, on every page; 

thy people owned thy goodness, 

and we their deeds record; 



and both of this bear witness; 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings 

to greatest as to least; 

they bade men rise, and hasten 

to share the great King's feast; 

and this was all their teaching, 

in every deed and word, 

to all alike proclaiming 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Through many a day of darkness, 

through many a scene of strife, 

the faithful few fought bravely, 

to guard the nation's life. 

Their gospel of redemption, 

sin pardoned, man restored, 

was all in this enfolded: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy mercy will not fail us, 

nor leave thy work undone; 

with thy right hand to help us, 

thy victory shall be won; 

and then, by all creation, 

thy name shall be adored, 

and this shall be their anthem: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

The Communion  

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 



We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; to you be glory 

and praise for ever. From the beginning you have created all things and 

all your works echo the silent music of your praise. In the fullness of 

time you made us in your image, the crown of all creation. You give us 

breath and speech, that with angels and archangels and all the powers of 

heaven we may find a voice to sing your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 
 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. As a mother tenderly 

gathers her children, you embraced a people as your own. When they 

turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast. 
 

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the 

living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied. He offered his life for 

sinners, and with a love stronger than death he opened wide his arms 

on the cross. 
 

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends and, 

taking bread, he gave you thanks. He broke it and gave it to them, 

saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and 

said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
 

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon 

the cross; we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice 

that he intercedes for us at your right hand. Pour out your Holy Spirit 

as we bring before you these gifts of your creation; may they be for us 

the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 



As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, form us in the 

likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your glory. 

Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. Reveal her unity, guard 

her faith, and preserve her in peace. 
 

Bring us at the last with St Botolph’s and all the saints to the vision of 

that eternal splendour for which you have created us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom, with all who 

stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and for ever.   Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in 

one bread. 
 

Giving of Communion 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in 

remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 

faith with thanksgiving. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Eternal Father, we thank you for nourishing us with these 

heavenly gifts: may our communion strengthen us in faith, 

build us up in hope, and make us grow in love; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 



Hymn 

Rejoice, the Lord is King, 

Your Lord and King adore; 

Mortals, give thanks and sing 

And triumph evermore: 
  

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 
 

Jesus, the Savior reigns, 

The God of truth and love: 

When He had purged our stains 

He took His seat above: 
 

His kingdom cannot fail; 

He rules o’er earth and heav’n; 

The keys of death and hell 

Are to our Jesus given: 
 

He sits at God’s right hand 

Till all His foes submit, 

And bow to His command, 

And fall beneath His feet: 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope: 

Jesus the Judge shall come, 

And take his servants up 

To their eternal homes: 
 

We then shall hear th’ Archangel’s voice 

The trump of God shall sound, Rejoice! 
 

The Dismissal 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 



Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Today’s voluntary is Final chorus from Diocletian by Purcell please 
 

Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor) 
 

Churchwarden: David Poppleton 01206 570725 (please do not contact on Thursdays) 
Vicar: Revd Chris Smith 07458 197461 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

GIVING 
 

Giving is an important part of our worship. 

One of the easiest way to give is by using the Parish Giving Scheme? 
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/  

 

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.  
 
 

NOTICES 
 

Enjoy working with friends? 

Join our Working Party on 15th July for some teamwork and community 

spirit! There’s something for everyone to do as we come together to help 

keep our church in great shape — all while enjoying good company. 

      Time: 10am – 3pm 

       Refreshments provided 

        Please bring your own lunch 

We’d love to see you there! 
 

Bible Study Group- All are welcome to join us at 10:30am on Wednesdays 

as we begin a new bible study about The Holy Spirit. Whether you’re 

experienced or new to bible study, there will be something for everyone as 

we explore together. 
 

Midday Prayer Space - Wednesday 25th June 12.00pm -1.00pm 
 

St Botolph’s Brick Café is starting in September and is an exciting 

opportunity to welcome people to St B’s on the first Saturday of every 

month. Would you like to be part of the team offering refreshments and 

welcome? If so speak to a PCC member. 
 

 

 



SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

29th June at 10.30 am Morning Worship at Castle Methodist, Maidenburgh 

Street when we join for their service 
 

6th July at 10.30am – Morning Worship led by Sara Humphreys 
 

13th July at 10.30am – Holy Communion led by Chris Smith 
 

20th July at 10.30am – Morning Worship led by Clive Joyce 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Visit our website or call the parish office for more information 

  
 

www.stbotolphs.org 
 

01206 542307 


