
 
Welcome to St Botolph’s Church 

 

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty, 
let them come to me and drink” 

 

Sunday 25th May 2025 
 

Welcome 

Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you and also with you. 
 

Prayer of Preparation   

Because God was merciful, he saved us through the water of rebirth 

and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. 

But through sin we have fallen away from our baptism. Let us return 

to the Lord and renew our faith in his promises by confessing our 

sins in penitence.       
 

We say sorry to God and one another 

Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in 

your sight. We are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us 

according to your love. Wash away our wrongdoing and 

cleanse us from our sin. Renew a right spirit within us and 

restore us to the joy of your salvation, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

We are forgiven 

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 

bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn:  
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 

Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim; 

With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 

Kneel and adore Him; the Lord is His name. 
 

Low at His feet lay thy burden of carefulness,  

High on His heart He will bear it for thee,  

Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,  

Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 



Fear not to enter His courts in the slenderness  

Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine;  

Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,  

These are the offerings to lay on His shrine. 
 

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 

He will accept for the name that is dear; 

Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 

Trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear. 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,  

Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim;  

With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,  

Kneel and adore Him: the Lord is His name.  
 

Gloria (please stand if you are able) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 

glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 

are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Collect 

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power 

of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by 

his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. 
 

 

 

 



First Reading – Acts 16.9-15 read by Sarah Butcher 
 

9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing 

and begging him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10 After Paul 

had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 

concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, 

and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we travelled 

to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of 

Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 
13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where 

we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to 

speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening 

was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple 

cloth. She was a worshipper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 

respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her 

household were baptised, she invited us to her home. ‘If you consider 

me a believer in the Lord,’ she said, ‘come and stay at my house.’ And 

she persuaded us. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Reading – John 14.23-29 (please stand) read by Sarah 

Butcher 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory 

to you, O Lord. 
 

23 Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 

with them.24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. 

These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father 

who sent me. 
25 ‘All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 

things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
28 ‘You heard me say, “I am going away and I am coming back to you.” 

If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for 



the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, 

so that when it does happen you will believe. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn  
The strife is o'er, the battle done; 

Now is the Victor's triumph won; 

O let the song of praise be sung. 

Alleluia! 
 

Death's mightiest powers have done their worst, 

And Jesus hath His foes dispersed; 

Let shouts of praise and joy outburst. 

Alleluia! 
 

On the third morn He rose again 

Glorious in majesty to reign; 

Oh, let us swell the joyful strain! 

Alleluia! 
 

He brake the age-bound gates of hell; 

The bars from heaven's high portals fell. 

Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 

Alleluia! 
 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee. 

From death's dread sting Thy servants free 

That we may live and sing to Thee. 

Alleluia! 
 

We declare our faith in God   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

 



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession led by David Poppleton 
 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Hymn  
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

Pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but thou art mighty, 

Hold me with thy powerful hand; 

Bread of heaven, 

Feed me now and evermore. 
 

Open thou the crystal fountain 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar, 

Lead me all my journey through; 

Strong deliverer, 

Be thou still my help and shield. 



When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 

Songs of praises 

I will ever give to thee. 
 

Communion  

The Lord is here.   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks 

and praise. 
 

And now we give you thanks because, by water and the Holy Spirit, 

you have made us a holy people in Jesus Christ our Lord; you renew 

that mystery in bread and wine to show forth your glory in all the 

world. 
 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of 

the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he 

opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by 

dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so 

he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 

heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising 

you and saying: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 

might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 

the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by 

the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these 

gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took 

bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me. 
 



In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of 

the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died:   Christ is risen:   

Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect 

sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his 

mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his 

coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we 

bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for 

counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your 

kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in 

the company of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in 

whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 

almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and for ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all 

share in one bread. 
 



Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of 

your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 

work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
Alleluia! sing to Jesus! 

His the sceptre, his the throne. 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

His the victory alone. 

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion 

Thunder like a mighty flood. 

Jesus out of every nation 

Hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 

Alleluia! not as orphans 

Are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us, 

Faith believes, nor questions how; 

Though the cloud from sight received him 

When the forty days were o'er 

Shall our hearts forget his promise, 

'I am with you evermore'? 
 

Alleluia! bread of angels, 

Thou on earth our food, our stay! 

Alleluia! here the sinful 

Flee to thee from day to day. 

Intercessor, friend of sinners, 

Earth's Redeemer, plead for me. 

Where the songs of all the sinless 

Sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

 

 



Alleluia! King eternal, 

Thee the Lord of Lords we own; 

Alleluia! born of Mary, 

Earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne. 

Thou within the veil hast entered, 

Robed in flesh, our great High Priest. 

Thou on earth both Priest and Victim 

In the Eucharistic Feast. 
 

Blessing 

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to 

eternal life, perfect in you the image of his glory; and the blessing of 

God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

Closing Voluntary: Chorale Prelude Ach Gott, vom himmel sieh 

darein by Telemann 
 

Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor) 

 
Churchwarden: David Poppleton 01206 570725 (please do not contact on Thursdays) 

Vicar: Revd Chris Smith 07458 197461 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

GIVING 
 

Giving is an important part of our worship. 

One of the easiest way to give is by using the Parish Giving Scheme? 
www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/  

 

And if you pay tax, please ask for a Gift Aid form.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



NOTICES 
 

Come and Join our Team How about being part of our Welcoming Team 

before services, and we would love extra members of our Intercessors 

team to occasionally prepare our prayers. 

There are several routine jobs that you may be able to do that are not 

weekly but occasional but would help David’s workload enormously. If 

you think you could help, please see Gill to discuss. 

 

Advance date for your diary, Tuesday, 15th July. A working day to do 

various jobs in and around the church. More info. to follow. 

 

There will be no Bible Study or Prayer Hour this week but will continue 

next week, 4th June. 
 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

1st June at 10.30 am – Morning Worship led by Michael Foster 

 

8th June at 10.30 am – Holy Communion led by Revd. Chris Smith 

 

15th June at 10.30 am – Morning Worship led by Revd. Emma Smith 
 

22nd June at 10.30 am - Holy Communion led by Ven. Michael Fox 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Visit our website or call the parish office for more information 

  
 

www.stbotolphs.org 
 

01206 542307 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


