
Welcome to St Botolph’s Church 
 

Jesus said “If anyone is thirsty,  

let them come to me and drink” 
 

Sunday 8th September 2024 
 

Welcome 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God. Let us recognize 

his presence with us. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

As God’s people we have gathered: let us worship him together. 

 

Kid’s Church – We pray for our children and their leaders 

 

Hymn 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

my great Redeemer's praise, 

my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace! 
 

My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 

assist me to proclaim, 

to spread thro' all the earth abroad 

the honors of your name. 
 

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 

that bids our sorrows cease, 

that bids our sorrows cease, 

'tis music in the sinner's ears, 

'tis life and health and peace. 
 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 

he sets the prisoner free; 



he sets the prisoner free; 

his blood can make the foulest clean; 

his blood availed for me. 
 

To God all glory, praise, and love 

be now and ever given 

be now and ever given 

by saints below and saints above, 

the Church in earth and heaven. 

 

Prayer of Preparation   

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

We say sorry to God and one another 

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. As 

we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith, we renew our 

confidence and trust in his mercy. 

 

God of mercy, we acknowledge that we are all sinners. We 

turn from the wrong that we have thought and said and done, 

and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. For the sake 

of Jesus, who died for us, forgive us for all that is past, and help 

us to live each day in the light of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

We are forgiven 

May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our 

Saviour forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Collect 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in 

the burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in 

the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be 

found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your 



Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 35:4-7 read by Gail Steel 
 

4 say to those with fearful hearts, ‘Be strong, do not fear; your God will 

come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will 

come to save you.’ 5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the 

ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and 

the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness 

and streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the 

thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, 

grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Reading - Mark 7:24-37 (please stand) read by Gail Steel 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to 

you, O Lord. 
 

24 Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a 

house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his 

presence secret. 25 In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman 

whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit came and fell 

at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She 

begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 
27 ‘First let the children eat all they want,’ he told her, ‘for it is not right 

to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.’ 
28 ‘Lord,’ she replied, ‘even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 

crumbs.’ 
29 Then he told her, ‘For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left 

your daughter.’ 
30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon 

gone. 
31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to 

the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 32 There some 

people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and 

they begged Jesus to place his hand on him. 



33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers 

into the man’s ears. Then he spat and touched the man’s tongue. 34 He 

looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to 

him, ‘Ephphatha!’ (which means ‘Be opened!’). 35 At this, the man’s ears 

were opened, his tongue was loosed and he began to speak plainly. 
36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, 

the more they kept talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with 

amazement. ‘He has done everything well,’ they said. ‘He even makes 

the deaf hear and the mute speak.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord        Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn  

He's got the whole world in His hands, 

He's got the whole world in His hands, 

He's got the whole world in His hands, 

He's got the whole world in His hands. 
 

He's got the wind and the rain in His hands, 

He's got the wind and the rain in His hands, 

He's got the wind and the rain in His hands, 

He's got the whole world in His hands. 
 

He's got the little tiny baby in His hands, 

He's got the little tiny baby in His hands, 

He's got the little tiny baby in His hands, 

He's got the whole world in His hands. 
 

He's got you and me Brother in His hands, 

He's got you and me Brother in His hands, 

He's got you and me Brother in His hands, 

He's got the whole world in His hands. 
 

He's got you and me Sister in His hands, 

He's got you and me Sister in His hands, 

He's got you and me Sister in His hands, 

He's got the whole world in His hands. 

 



He's got everybody here in His hands, 

He's got everybody here in His hands, 

He's got everybody here in His hands, 

He's got the whole world in His hands. 

 

We declare our faith in God   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers led by Colin Nicholson 
 

We reflect on our giving, and kids church return during the hymn 



Hymn 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

sing to the LORD with cheerful voice; 

Him serve with mirth, His praise forth-tell; 

come ye before Him and rejoice! 
 

Know that the LORD is God indeed; 

without our aid He did us make; 

we are His flock, He doth us feed, 

and for His sheep He doth us take. 
 

O enter then His gates with praise, 

approach with joy His courts unto; 

praise, laud, and bless His name always, 

for it is seemly so to do. 
 

Because the LORD our God is good; 

His mercy is forever sure; 

His truth at all times firmly stood, 

and shall from age to age endure. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise Him, all creatures here below; 

praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Communion  

The Lord is here.   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks 

and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus 

Christ, your living Word, through whom you have created all things; 

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 



By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of the 

blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he opened 

wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for 

us; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled 

your will and won for you a holy people. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 

heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising 

you and saying: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the 

power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts 

of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and 

gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, 

eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 

me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he 

gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the 

new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died:   Christ is risen:   

Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect 

sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  rejoicing in his 

mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming 

in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring 

before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us 

worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your 

kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the 

company of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through 



Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share 

in one bread. 

 

Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we 

were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and 

opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live 

his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we 

whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in 

the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children 

shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn  

Oh Lord My God, When I In Awesome Wonder, 

Consider All The Worlds Thy Hands Have Made; 



I See The Stars, I Hear The Rolling Thunder, 

Thy Power Throughout The Universe Displayed. 
 

Then Sings My Soul, My Saviour God, To Thee, 

How Great Thou Art! How Great Thou Art! 

Then Sings My Soul, My Saviour God, To Thee, 

How Great Thou Art! How Great Thou Art! 
 

When Through The Woods, And Forest Glades I Wander, 

And Hear The Birds Sing Sweetly In The Trees. 

When I Look Down, From Lofty Mountain Grandeur 

And Hear The Brook, And Feel The Gentle Breeze. 
 

And When I Think, That God, His Son Not Sparing; 

Sent Him To Die, I Scarce Can Take It In; 

That On The Cross, My Burden Gladly Bearing, 

He Bled And Died To Take Away My Sin. 
 

When Christ Shall Come, With Shout Of Acclamation, 

And Take Me Home, What Joy Shall Fill My Heart. 

Then I Shall Bow, In Humble Adoration, 

And Then Proclaim, “My God, How Great Thou Art!” 

 

Blessing 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Voluntary:  The final chorus from Dioclesian by Purcell 

 
Please stay for refreshments in the hall (at the end of the corridor) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 

 

Giving is an important part of our worship. 

Did you know, one of the easiest way to give is by using the Parish Giving Scheme? 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/ 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/colchester-st-botolph-colchester/


NOTICES 
 

If you haven’t already done so, please pick up the current issue of St. B’s 

Magazine 

 

Midweek Bible Study and Midday Prayer Space are on every Wednesday. 

Please join us from 10:30am, beginning with refreshments. A warm 

welcome awaits all our regulars and anyone that would like to give either 

gathering a try. 

 
Please help!  We have made a start cleaning the church and thanks to 

who did their bit.  On Thursday, 12th Sept. from 10.00 am. until 4.00pm. 

we will be in church again to finish cleaning.  There are jobs for all abilities.  

It would help greatly if you could spend a couple of hours, or more, 

helping with us. 

 

Heritage Open days These are days when the church will be open from 

10.00 am – 3.00 pm from Tuesday to Sunday this week. Thanks to those 

who have offered to steward.  There are still one or two gaps.  If you 

think you could help, please see Gill or David. 

 

Everybody Welcome Course – The course continues on10th September 

and 8th October at 10.30am. We would love to see you there. 

 

ST BOT’S KIDS CHURCH 

St Bot’s Kids Church has begun for primary-age children. We’d love to 

welcome new members so do be praying and asking God if there is 

someone you know that would like to join the fun! For more details, 

please speak to Emma. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

15th September at 10.30 am. – Morning Worship led by Revd. Pat Prestney 

22nd September at 10.30 am. – Holy Communion led by Ven. Micheal Fox 

29th September at 10.30 am. – Holy Communion led by Revd, Emma Smith 

Our friends from Christ Church and Castle Methodist will join us 

6th October at 10.30 am. – Harvest Festival led by Revd. Chris Smith 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Churchwardens: David Poppleton 01206 570725 and Colin Nicholson 01206 577905 

Vicar: Revd Chris Smith 07458 197461 

 
Material from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England and from Common Worship: 

Times and Seasons included in this service is copyright: The Archbishops 'Council 2000, 2006. All hymns & 
songs used by permission. Songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under the CCL Licence No 2163346 


